
REPORT TITLE: GEORGIAN WEST ESSA BASE BORDEN PUPIL ACCOMMODATION 
REVIEW – FOLLOW UP REPORT BY STAFF  

REPORT NUMBER: 9.1) 09-2010  
DESTINATION: Board Meeting #  
DATE: Wednesday May 26, 2010 
AUTHOR OF REPORT: Glenn Clarke, Controller of Plant 
TYPE OF REPORT:  INFORMATION 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 10

 

 
PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW AREA:   

Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic School (OLA) 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic School (OLG) 
Prince of Peace Catholic School (POP) 
St. Mary’s Catholic School, Collingwood (SMC) 
St. Noel Chabanel Catholic School (SNC) 

Background: 
 
1. Staff reported to the Board in April of this year (Report attached as Appendix A), in response 
to the Georgian West Essa Base Borden Pupil Accommodation Committee’s (PAC) Report to the 
Director of Education and their Recommendations for Accommodation solutions for the Base 
Borden, Essa, Clearview, Collingwood and Wasaga Beach Catholic elementary schools (Report 
attached as Appendix B). 
 
2. The required Pupil Accommodation Review process has continued and a Board Meeting to 
receive Public Input was held on May 17, 2010.  The meeting was convened at OLG Catholic 
School in Angus. 
 
3. This follow up report provides a summary and response to the input received at the May 17, 
2010 Public Input meeting and will also provide updated information since staff’s report in April.  
 
Comments: 
 
4. As noted above, and in compliance with the Board Policy LE-14, a Board Meeting for Public 
Input on May 17, 2010 was convened at OLG Catholic School in Angus. 
 
5. At the meeting, the following delegations were presented to the Board: 
 

i. Jeff Inglis, Parent Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic School 
ii. Bryan McCann & Nicolette Wismayer, Parents Our Lady of the Assumption 

Catholic School 
iii. Tracy Pyne, Parent Prince of Peace Catholic School  
iv. Tim Watters, Parent Prince of Peace Catholic School 
v. Karen Mason, Parent Prince of Peace Catholic School 

vi. Idalyn Spina, Parent Prince of Peace Catholic School 
vii. Beth Dugas, Parent Prince of Peace Catholic School 

viii. Roger Dugas, Parent Prince of Peace Catholic School 
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6. Attached are the copies of the delegates’ written submissions and the draft Minutes of the 
Meeting (Appendices C & D). 
 
7. In addition to the delegates at the meeting, it is important to note that there were over 70 
attendees signed in including representation from each of Our Lady of the Assumption (OLA), 
Prince of Peace (POP), Our Lady of Grace (OLG), St. Mary’s (SMC), and St. Noel Chabanel (SNC) 
schools.  
 
8. A copy of a petition package from the OLA school community was also received.  We note 
that the submission included: 
 2 individual letters representing 2 households in Clearview Township;  
 23 signed statements representing 15 households in Clearview Township; 
 194 signatures on a petition representing individuals from Clearview Township, Essa 
Township, Collingwood, Barrie and other areas well outside of Clearview Township.  A copy is 
attached as Appendix E. 
 
9. A copy of a Motion from the Township of Clearview in support of a new Catholic school in 
Clearview Township was also received at the meeting.  A copy is attached as Appendix F. 
 
10. There were eight (8) delegates at the meeting delivering submissions from ten (10) 
representatives.  The delegates generally addressed the following subjects related either to OLA or 
POP school: 

 
i. Support to uphold the faith in Clearview Township; 
ii. History of Our Lady of the Assumption school with support to maintain the 

school either on the existing site or a new site within Clearview Township; 
iii. Unique situation of the military families on Base Borden and the strong desire to 

maintain a presence on the Base; 
        iv. Transportation issues related to closing Prince of Peace; 
        v. Military Parent perspective; 
        vi. Schools across Canadian Bases in Canada; 
        vii. Advantages of a small school with a student perspective; 
        viii. Prince of Peace healthy lifestyle opportunities and its relationship with St. Joseph’s 

Chapel on the base. 
 
Staff Comments and Responses to the Delegations 
 
11. A number of specific issues and questions were raised by the delegates that we provide the 
following comments and responses on.   
  

a) Comment:  Support for the Continuation of a faith based school in Clearview Township 
 
Response:  Within the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board (SMCDSB) jurisdiction and 
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with the general nature of the geography and rural urban mix, our elementary school catchment areas 
are typically large geographic areas.  These elementary school catchment areas are often much larger 
in size than our co-terminus boards.  This often means that we do not have Catholic elementary 
schools within all of our rural settlement areas.  As well, we have some municipalities within our 
jurisdiction that have no elementary schools represented (i.e. Township of Tiny, Township of 
Severn, Town of Gravenhurst, Township of Lake of Bays, Township of Muskoka Lakes).   
 
The location and availability of a Catholic elementary school is not always available in close 
proximity to families in each of our school communities.  We are fortunate to have many families 
that make the commitment to Catholic education regardless of location and facility.  However, with 
the challenge of location, we understand that families make choices to attend schools based on their 
own family dynamic. 
 
Within the area of the review, there are a number of parishes that serve this area, including St. 
Mary’s Parish in Collingwood, Our Lady of the Assumption Parish in Brentwood, St. Noel Chabanel 
Parish in Wasaga Beach, Our Lady of Grace Parish in Angus, St. Joseph’s Chapel on Base Borden 
and St. Patrick’s Parish in Stayner. 
 

b) Comment: Clarification on the date the school boards merged - History of OLA 
  
Response:  As a clarification to the OLA history that was provided, the local school boards merged 
in 1969 and the OLA school property came under the ownership of the Simcoe County Roman 
Catholic Separate School Board (SCRCSSB), now the SMCDSB.  
 

c) Comments:  Clarification of Growth in Clearview Township and what that means for 
Catholic school enrolment 
 

Response:  It is understood that the Township of Clearview and the County of Simcoe are projecting 
higher growth than what is supported in the provincial growth plan.   The provincial growth plan 
information is considered in all of our enrolment projections included in this Pupil Accommodation 
Review.  Our projections are based on the projected new units, the average number of units per year 
and the pupil yield.  As an example, if 500 housing units in this area were built and occupied at once, 
we would anticipate 24 new pupils 

 
Clearview Township is served by SMC, Collingwood, SNC, Wasaga Beach and OLA, New Lowell. 
 The current school boundaries distribute the growth areas between each of the three (3) area schools 
although there are currently more residential growth opportunities within Stayner and Nottawa due 
to servicing availability.  The future growth opportunities within Clearview Township rely on 
significant servicing infrastructure being in place, which is not in place at this time. 
 

d) Comment:  The status of POP as a leased building 
 
Response:  The capital investment made by the Board in 1999 was supported by the enrolment 
projections at that time.  It is very significant to note that the Statistics Canada data that came from 
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the 2001 Census shifted the future understandings on our enrolment projections and therefore 
impacted our projected property and school facility needs. This new information indicated an 
enrolment decline. This was not a Simcoe Muskoka phenomena, but rather a National and provincial 
trend with the general experience being characterized as ‘fewer kids, later’.  The capital investment 
for Prince of Peace in 1999 has been of benefit to the school community for over 10 years. 
 
In addition, the situation on the Canadian Forces Base Borden (CFB Borden) has changed 
significantly since the 1999 renovations to POP took place.   As noted in Staff’s previous report, the 
Base has demolished many of their Permanent Married Quarters (PMQs).  There are approximately 
750 PMQs that will remain on the Base.  Of these PMQs, rental increases have occurred to become 
more in line with market value.  These actions by Department of National Defense (DND) have 
encouraged Military staff to reside off the Base. CFB Borden is also a training Base.  This is 
understood to affect the residency on the Base and can mean as many as 1/3 of residents on Base are 
civilian staff, 1/3 are military personnel and 1/3 are there for shorter training programs.  Base 
personnel advised that there is no new growth anticipated for this Base.  All of this information was 
provided to Board staff from staff of the Base Administrator’s office at CFB Borden. 
 
It is also important to clarify that although the building is leased, we are responsible for all of the 
maintenance and operational costs to continue to operate it.   
 

e) Comment:  Building condition issues regarding OLA & POP 
 

Response:  Both OLA and POP have had a recent review to assess building conditions.  Based on 
this review, OLA meets the Ministry threshold to be deemed Prohibitive to Repair (PTR).  
Throughout the Pupil Accommodation Review process, the PTR status of OLA building facility was 
accepted by the Pupil Accommodation Committee (PAC).   
 
POP does not meet the Ministry threshold to be deemed PTR, however there are a number of 
building components that currently need to be replaced (approximate value of these replacements is 
$1.4 million). 
 

f) Comment:  Retrofit money needed to address POP facility condition issues 
 
Response:  The costs of some of the building component retrofits would be cost shared with the 
French board.  Proceeding with the identified retrofits will be based on available budgets and in 
consideration of other projects within the Board. 
 
 g) Comment:  POP School not at capacity 
 
Response:  The capacity of each of the schools was reviewed with the PAC and was considered in 
the discussion on accommodation solutions.  Surplus capacity has a negative affect on the 
operational costs as building systems are being operated for only partially occupied buildings.   
 

h) Comments:  Various comments on Transportation 
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Response: Staff does not anticipate any savings from bus transportation related to the staff 
recommendations.  Individual school transportation costs shared in the Pupil Accommodation 
Review are based on a per pupil basis.  The Ministry of Education funds the Board for costs 
associated with transportation based on the total student enrolment.  These funds are in the form of 
grants.  These grants pay for all costs for transporting students to and from school.  Therefore, there 
are no surplus funds after payment of all the transportation costs. 
 
Staff has confirmed that there would be no net cost difference between a bus from the Base to OLG 
versus a bus from Angus onto the Base as long as there are no more than 72 students coming from 
the Base.  At this time, the population of POP students that reside on the Base is less than 72 
students.  A portion of the current students attending POP who reside in the Angus area would be 
within the walk area to OLG.  
 
OLA students could be accommodated on the existing bus routes for approximately 10 minute 
longer bus rides into OLG.  Currently, the average bus ride into OLA is 17 minutes. 
 
 There are currently many buses that transport students on and off the Base throughout the day, 
including at the busiest times.  Identification checks at the gate are done infrequently and have not 
posed a problem in the past.  In speaking with Simcoe County Student Transportation Consortium 
staff, there has only ever been a few times over the years that there was an alert which required a 
longer waiting period at the gate.  Pick up of students that reside on the Base to attend OLG should 
be outside of the busiest times of the day.   
 
In terms of environmental concerns with buses idling, the transportation company has a protocol 
with bus idling.  The busses are turned off in the event that they are idling for more than three (3) 
minutes.   
 
There is currently an approval to transport students residing outside of the Base to POP school.  This 
approval is based on no additional busing requirements and is to be approved on a one year basis. 
 
The issue of school field trips was discussed at the PAC.  Transportation costs identified during the 
Committee meetings with the PAC have not included field trip costs.  This cost is not covered by the 
transportation grants from the province and are afforded at the individual school.  Every school 
opportunity for field trips varies, and therefore, cannot be attributed generally to this review area.   
 

i)  Comment:  Financial analysis, including reference to profit and potential for cost savings 
                     to the Board.  

     
Response:  During the Pupil Accommodation Review, much information was provided to the PAC 
and the public regarding financial analyses as is required by the Ministry of Education Pupil 
Accommodation Review Guidelines. Costs considered in the review are associated with the 
operation of schools (i.e. maintenance, lighting, heating), administration of schools (salary costs for 
principal and administration), and transportation to the school (busing).  It is important to note that 
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the school Board does not make a profit.  The operational, administration and transportation costs for 
each school are funded by the grants received from the Ministry of Education.  Any overall costs 
savings by the Board are used to support other areas of need.  Operational costs will be impacted 
positively if there is a reduction in the number of schools (i.e. fewer principals, secretaries, 
custodians, less sq footage to heat and light, etc.).  POP is fortunate to have additional amenity 
opportunities, provided by the Base, at no cost.  Some schools within our Board’s jurisdiction have 
different amenity opportunities based on their location (such as schools within urban areas).   
   

j) Comment:  Concern with cost comparisons, enrolment numbers and inaccurate statistical  
                     information regarding Base Borden 

 
Response: The statistical information (including school enrolments, student projections, 
transportation, operation, administration, pupil distribution, etc.) provided to the PAC and at the 
public meetings was provided as part of the process to ensure that the public had information on the 
individual school details as well as understanding the perspective of the entire review area.  The 
information shared was also a requirement of the Ministry of Education’s process guidelines.  For 
clarification, the enrolments shared with the PAC and the public were based on the October 31, 2009 
enrolment numbers.  Enrolment projections were based on the 2009/10 enrolment projections that 
were finalized in May 2009.  All operation and administration costs used financial statistics from 
2008/9 year end data.  The transportation information was updated as of October 2009.  The Pupil 
Distribution information was based on the student data from our Student Management System for 
the current school year.  Lastly, the school building and renewal information was updated several 
times throughout this last year. Please refer to the ‘Pupil Accommodation Review Committee Report 
with Recommendations’ (Appendix B) where these details are included. 
 
In addition to the above information, Section 11 c) Growth in Clearview, of this report identifies 
what our projections are based on.  Section 11 d) Status of POP as a leased building, of this report 
identifies that information related to the Base was received from a reliable staff administrator on the 
Base. 
 

k)  Comment:  POP Staff 
 
Response:  It is reassuring to hear how valued the staff at POP is by their school community and 
families.  We are fortunate to have that quality of staff in all of our Catholic schools as they meet the 
individual needs of their school communities.  This is evident in our rich history throughout the 
jurisdiction and proven through our track record of supporting communities in their Catholic 
education. 
 

l)  Comment:  OLG becoming a “Super School” 
 
Response:  The proposed addition to OLG anticipates a school of approximately 400 to 450 pupil 
places.   We note that within our system of the 43 total elementary schools we currently have five (5) 
schools that have an enrolment between 350 and 450. 
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Our average pupil capacity across our jurisdiction is 317 pupils.  Ten (10) schools have capacities 
higher than 450 pupils, while thirty (30) schools have capacities less than 400 pupils. 
 

m)  Comment:  Process requirements and the difference between Board Staff and Pupil         
                           Accommodation Committee recommendations 

 
Response:  The Ministry guided process includes the invitation of a variety of representation from 
school communities and the broader community to participate in the PAR process. 
 
Based on the requirements of the process, the PAC makes recommendations as representatives of 
their community and based on their role within the committee, to the Director of Education on the 
Accommodation solutions.   

 
Staff’s role in this process is to be the informational resource to the PAC and the related Pupil 
Accommodation Review process.  Staff also have the responsibility to provide a recommendation to 
the Board that takes into consideration the PAC Report as well as the information related to our 
Capital Plan including understanding for future Capital opportunities, as well as future site 
opportunities, and background information on each school, including boundary maps, student 
distribution information, enrolment and capacity information, enrolment projections, transportation 
information, school floor plans and site plans, information on operational expenditures and revenues 
for each school, renewal needs, and community use of each school.  As part of the review and 
analysis, staff also considers the broader understandings and implications related to accommodation 
recommendations. Staff must also ensure that the school facilities can continue to accommodate 
students effectively while providing equitable programming with a standard of student learning and 
in a fiscally responsible manner.  The Staff Reports are only one facet of this Accommodation 
Review and are to be considered along with the PAC Report. 

   
n) Comment:  Status of schools on other Canadian Force Bases: 

 
Response:  The operation of schools on bases throughout Canada continues.  However, individual 
school boards that service these areas may be reviewing school accommodation needs within their 
areas.  The previous information provided is not intended to represent that all bases in Canada are 
closing schools. 
 
However, it has been confirmed that the Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) is closing 
Frederick Campbell on Base Borden, as well as two (2) other school boards that they have been 
addressing school closures on CFBs through accommodation reviews.  Planning Staff from the 
Limestone District School Board and the Renfrew District School Board shared information with our 
Board related to recent announcements indicating that schools on CFB Kingston and CFB Petewawa 
are going to close.  Additional information regarding these closures can be found on each of these 
Board’s websites. 
 
The Ministry of Education’s guidelines do not require Board’s to go through an Accommodation 
Review process for schools that are leased. 
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School Boundaries 
 
12. Both the PAC’s recommendations and staff recommendations include consideration for 
review of schools’ boundaries to balance enrolments.   
 
13. Any review of boundaries would occur through the Board’s approved process that includes 
consultation with the affected school communities. 
 
14. In considering the PAC’s recommendation #1, which identifies a replacement school in 
Clearview Township, there may also be consideration for adjusting the school boundaries to increase 
the OLA boundary and enrolments.  This would have negative impacts to both SMC and SNC which 
both currently have surplus spaces.  It is noted that there was some negative reaction to this 
suggestion by some SMC and SNC school community members at the February 18, 2010 Public 
Meeting.   
 
15. The timing for a boundary review would need to be in consideration of the timing of school 
closures and/or the availability of the new addition project at OLG.  
 
Capital Funding and Accommodation Considerations 
 
16.        Capital funding for this review area has not been allocated.  Without knowing if the Ministry 
of Education will fund any or all of the accommodation options makes it very difficult to make a 
final accommodation decision.   
 
17.  The Board’s policy as well as the Ministry’s guidelines require that clear timelines be set in 
consideration of any recommendation for closure of a school.    
 
18.  The consideration for closing OLA needs to take into account the accommodation needs of 
that existing school community.  It is possible to consider the closure of OLA based on 
accommodating the existing students at OLG, SMC and SNC.  The final boundary adjustments 
would be based on the completion of a boundary review.   
 
19.  The consideration for closing POP also needs to take into account the accommodation needs 
of that existing school community.  Due to the numbers of students at POP, it is not considered 
viable to consider closure of POP without having the addition to OLG.  This would mean that the 
closure would be dependent on the receipt of funding for the proposed addition.  

 
20. The current estimates for the recommended Capital Projects of building an addition to OLG 
is $3.2 million.  These estimates include rebuilding the old wing where the majority of the 
classrooms currently exist and site works including reconfiguration. 

   
21.        The Ministry has expressed concern with the consideration of a replacement project for only 
the OLA school community.  Their concerns relate to the small size of the proposed replacement 
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school project. 
 

22.         The Ministry has advised that there is no new capital funding for this year.  Ministry staff 
has indicated that they will receive and review our request either in consideration for future funding 
or if other funding sources were to become available.     
 
Project Design Considerations 
 
23. A preliminary review of the OLG construction project has been initiated; however an 
architect has not yet been selected.  Once that occurs, preliminary design concepts would be 
developed.  Further consideration will be required on interim accommodation requirements and how 
this may impact project design, project costs and timing considerations. 
 
24. The OLG construction project would take into consideration building size and site 
components such as activity area, bus loop, kiss’n’ride and safe pedestrian access.  These priorities 
for the building and site design will be presented to the architect in developing the site and building 
concepts for the school addition.  This approach is similar to other major additions that the Board 
has completed at existing elementary schools with similar site issues identified (i.e. St. Monica’s, 
Monsignor Clair, Pope John Paul II) and it is expected that the community concerns can be met 
through viable, effective design plans. 
  
Alternative Site Considerations 
 
25. Option 1 of the PAC recommends the replacement of OLA on an alternative site in 
Clearview Township.   
 
26. As part of this consideration, there needs to be an understanding of the funding opportunities 
available to support an alternative site.  An alternative site could be funded through Proceeds of 
Disposition, and or Specific Site Funding from the Ministry.  These funding avenues can continue to 
be explored. 
 
27. In order to respond to the recommendation of the PAC for the alternative site, information 
from a real estate agent will assist with the review of alternative sites available within Clearview 
Township. Alternative site information will be gathered and provided. 
 
28. With the lack of available site funding, considering rebuilding OLA on an alternative site 
cannot be supported at this time.  The Ministry has indicated that there are no available capital 
allocations for sites at this time.  We therefore continue to recommend that OLA be closed and 
students be transferred to OLG, SMC, and SNC. 
 
Summary: 
 
29. The goals and objectives for the Georgian West Essa Base Borden Catholic elementary 
School Pupil Accommodation Review are to ensure the school facilities can continue to 
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accommodate students effectively while providing equitable programming with a high standard of 
student learning and in a fiscally responsible manner.  This process points to the continued interest 
in providing better educational facilities for all students in an equitable, open, honest, and fiscally 
responsible way.  The Board’s decision will consider the recommendations from the PAC Report, 
Staff’s Report and Staff’s Follow-up Report at their June 23, 2010 Board Meeting.  These decisions 
will provide for accommodation options that will serve the Catholic students and families in the 
Georgian West Essa Base Borden area for years to come.   
 
Conclusion: 
 
This report is provided for the information of the Board. 
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A 

 

Staff’s Report to the Board 

B Pupil Accommodation Committee (PAC) Report Submitted to the Director  

C Agenda:  Special Board Meeting with Public Input for Pupil Accommodation Review, 

including delegations 

D Draft Minutes:  Special Board Meeting with Public Input for Pupil Accommodation Review 

E Petition Package to Maintain a Catholic Elementary School in Clearview Township 

F Township of Clearview Motion to support the construction of a new Catholic school in 

Clearview Township, as a replacement for Our Lady of the Assumption School 

  

  

  

  

  

  











































Draft until approved by the Board 

at Meeting #09 – May 26, 2010 

   

 

 

 

 

MINUTES 
 

 SPECIAL BOARD MEETING  

PUBLIC INPUT 

PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW 

GEORGIAN WEST ESSA BASE BORDEN SCHOOLS 

 

Monday, May 17, 2010 

 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Board Meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. in the gymnasium at Our Lady of Grace 

School, 24 Roth Street, Angus. 

 

 

2. OPENING PRAYER/REFLECTION 

 The Opening Prayer “Prayer for Catholic Education” was be led by Trustee Jim Canning. 

 

 Remembrances for the Deceased: 

 The late Ray Burgies, father of Yvette Chiasson, chief custodian. 

 The late Angelo Vian, father of Nadia Bruni, teacher and father-in-law of Mike 

Bruni, teacher. 

 The late John Brooks, father-in-law of Bunty Brooks, principal and grandfather 

Carrie Brooks-Mclean, teacher. 

 The late Louise Carson, mother of Shareen and Dana, students.  

 The late Joe Spataro, cousin of Joanne Ponteiri, Lorna Spataro, and Anna Spataro, 

custodians. 

 The late Hilda Templar, aunt of Bill Annand, retired chief custodian. 

 The late James Flood, father-in-law of Jo-Anne Flood, manager of payroll and 

benefits. 

 The late William Dempster, uncle of Rita Golds, Education Assistant, Darlene 

Wickett, Julie O’Connell, and Joyanne Van Laarhoven, teachers, and brother-in-law 

of retired teacher Cheryl Van Laarhoven. 

 The late Thomas Laffin, brother of Donna Brunner, noon-hour supervisor, uncle of 

Anne Marie Brunner, custodian, and great-uncle of Lucas, student. 

 The late Roy Price, father of Vince Price, teacher and Laurie Burke, custodian. 

 The late Terry Hardy, father of Cathy Hardy-Cooper, teacher and grandfather of 

Casey and Kevin students. 

 The late Leo Sheehan, father of Pat Manson, former Superintendent and grandfather 

of Michelle Scott, teacher. 

 The late Juanita Rainville, mother of Erin Rainville teacher. 
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 The late John Hamelin, father of Brent Hamelin, teacher. 

 The late Jean O’Reilly, mother-in-law of Wendy O’Reilly, Education Assistant. 

 The late Paul Carruthers, father-in-law of Donnalee Carruthers, Education 

Assistant, and Alannah Carruthers, tutor. 

 The late Kevin McKay, 144
th

 Canadian soldier to be killed in Afghanistan. 

 

 

3. ROLL CALL 

 Michael O’Keefe, Director of Education, conducted the Roll Call for the Board of Trustees 

and confirmed quorum for the Meeting.  

 

 Present: Jim Canning – Board Chair, Clayton Ferguson, Theresa Pinder, Connie 

Positano, John Grisé (via teleconference), Rick Maloney 

 Regrets: Jacob Brodka, Justin Heran, Sergio Morales, and Diana Riffert 

 Resource: Michael O’Keefe – Director of Education, Peter Derochie, Jane Dillon-

Leitch, Darren Schmidt, Kristin Dibble-Pechkovsky, and Jennifer Sharpe 

 Recording: Belinda Marcellus 

 

 

4. AGENDA APPROVAL 

 Consensus of the Board of Trustees was obtained for approval of the Agenda. 

  

 

5. DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 Nil. 

 

 

6. OPENING REMARKS 

 1) Welcome/Introductions 

  Chair, James Canning, welcomed all guests to the Special Board meeting which was 

scheduled to receive input from the public on the Pupil Accommodation Review 

process for the Georgian West Essa Base Borden area elementary schools. Chair 

Canning advised that the Board was pleased to see community members attending the 

meeting to express their interest in the Pupil Accommodation Review process. He 

noted that there have been a number of opportunities provided for input already, and 

that ongoing participation by the schools and their communities was encouraged. 

Trustees and staff present at the meeting were introduced by the Board Chair. 

 2) Opening Remarks 

Board Chair Jim Canning advised that the review began with the establishment of 

a Pupil Accommodation Committee (PAC) in June 2009 to make 

recommendations to the Board in response to enrolment and facility concerns at 

the area schools. 
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During the period from October 2009 to May 2010 four (4) public meetings and 

eight (8) PAC meetings were held with principal, teaching staff, non-teaching 

staff and parent representation from all five schools.  Invitations for participation 

in the process were extended to members from the local parishes, business 

community and municipal government. 

The Pupil Accommodation Committee created a School Information Profile, in 

compliance with the Ministry of Education guidelines, for each of the affected 

schools with considerations in the areas of: value to the student; value to the 

school board; value to the community; and value to the local economy. 

  The Committee presented their report to the Director of Education on March 3, 

2010 with recommendations.  This report was based on the review, discussion, 

input and comments compiled from the meetings.  A staff report was submitted to 

the Board at their April 14, 2010 meeting.  A follow-up staff report will be 

provided to the Board on May 26, 2010, which will consider the delegations heard 

at this Special Board meeting. 

 
 

7. DELEGATIONS 

  

1) Recommendation to Suspend Bylaw 11:02 – Delegations 

Board Procedural Bylaw 11:02 states that “the Chair will permit only three (3) 

delegations to present briefs at any one meeting of the Board.” 

 

Recommendation: That the Board suspend Board Procedural Bylaw 11:02, for 

Board Meeting #08 – May 17, 2010, to permit eight (8) 

delegations to present briefs. 

Consensus of the Board of Trustees was obtained for approval of the recommendation. 

  

2) Jeff Inglis – Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic School 

As a parent of a grade two student, Mr. Inglis asked the Board to support a new 

school to replace the existing Our Lady of the Assumption School, in New 

Lowell, noting that it is the only Catholic school in Clearview Township.  

 

3) Bryan McCann – Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic School 

Bryan McCann and Nicolette Wismayer serve on the Parent Council and have 

children attending Our Lady of the Assumption School.  They provided a history 

of the school which was built in 1961 with private Catholic family fundraising, on 

land donated by a local farm family.  They submitted a copy of the resolution that 

was passed unanimously by Clearview Township Council at it’s meeting of May 

3, 2010. 

 

4) Tracy Pyne – Prince of Peace Catholic School 
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Tracy Pyne has two children attending Prince of Peace School, in Base Borden.  

She discussed the building lease, retrofit costs, and bussing. 

 

5) Tim Watters – Prince of Peace Catholic School 

Tim Watters addressed daily bussing requirements at the current school and if the 

students were to move to Our Lady of Grace School, as well as transportation 

costs associated with activities available at venues that are currently within 

walking distance of Prince of Peace School. 

 

6) Karen Mason – Prince of Peace Catholic School 

Karen Mason has two children attending Prince of Peace School and presented 

support for keeping Prince of Peace Catholic School open in Base Borden, from 

the perspective of a military parent. 

 

7) Idalyn Spina – Prince of Peace Catholic School 

 Idalyn Spina has one child attending, and two children who are future students of 

Prince of Peace School.  She presented information regarding the 16 active 

schools located at Canadian Forces Bases/Wings across Canada. 

 

8) Beth Dugas – Prince of Peace Catholic School 

Beth Dugas has a child currently attending Prince of Peace School.  Beth 

presented how the needs and issues faced by children of military families are 

supported at Prince of Peace School.  She also read a speech prepared by Kelsey, a 

current student of the school. 

 

9) Roger Dugas – Prince of Peace Catholic School 

Roger Dugas presented a written submission from Edna Turcotte, who served on 

the Georgian West Pupil Accommodation Review committee, as the parish 

representative for St. Joseph’s Chapel.  Mr. Dugas then pointed out the various 

facilities on the Base that are within walking distance of the school which enhance 

learning, such as, the military museum; park; arena; and pool. 

 

 

8. CLOSING REMARKS 

Chair, James Canning, thanked everyone for their attendance at the meeting, and thanked 

the delegations for their input.  There will be a follow-up report from staff at the May 26, 

2010 Board meeting.  This report will consider the delegations that were heard at this 

meeting.  A copy of the follow-up staff report will be available on Tuesday, May 25, 

2010.  The Board will be making a decision on the accommodation options for the 

Georgian West Essa Base Borden area elementary schools at the Board meeting on June 

23, 2010.  There will be a PAC follow-up meeting on Thursday June 3, 2010, and more 

information will be forthcoming regarding that meeting.  
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Chair Canning expressed appreciation to Jennifer Robertson, principal and Gerry Danby, 

chief custodian, of Our Lady of Grace Catholic School, for their assistance in preparing 

for and hosting the Board meeting. 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 Consensus of the Board of Trustees was obtained for adjournment of the meeting at 8:40 

p.m. 

 

 

10. CLOSING PRAYER 

 The Closing Prayer was led by Board Vice-Chair Clayton Ferguson. 
















































































































